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(57) A method for checking the compatibility of a 
mobile station (201 ) and a functional unit (207); a mobile 
station (201) and a functional unit (207). A reference 
code (104, 105) is calculated in the mobile station (201) 
and the functional unit (207) by using algorithms which 
use initial numbers given by the mobile station (201), 
and the results are compared in the mobile station (108, 
201 ). On the basis of the comparison it is concluded, 
whether the functional unit (207) is compatible with the 
mobile station (201), and whether it is to be activated 
(110, 112). In order to carry out the check measures, a 
check message including preferably name of the mobile 
station manufacturer/agent (302), IMEI code (303), 
product code (304), version data (305, 306), and ran- 
dom number (307), is transmitted to the functional unit 
(207). Then a response message including preferably 
name of the functional unit manufacturer/agent (402), 
serial number (403), text message indicated by the func- 
tional unit (404), version data (405, 406), and reference 
code (407), is transmitted from the functional unit (207) 
to the mobile station (201). 
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Description 

The present invention refers to a method for check- 
ing the compatibility of a mobile station and a functional 
unit; a mobile station and a functional unit. The function- 5 
al unit is a part or program to be installed in the mobile 
station, most preferably a separate device or program 
which is connected to the mobile station. 

Functional units may be connected to present mo- 
bile stations for example by accessories, such as com- 
puters or PCMCIA (Personal Computer Memory Card 
International Association) data adapters at least by us- 
ing electrical cables and IR (Infra Red) transmission 
paths. For the reasons of cost, the mechanics and ac- 
cessory connectors are similar in various devices. Thus, 
it is possible to connect mobile stations and accessories 
in different systems to each other with cables, although 
the devices or their applications are not compatible, 
which results in that the devices, for example mobile sta- 
tion and accessory, do not function as desired, and may 
be damaged. The user of these devices has to know the 
compatibility or incompatibility of the functional units. 

It is the object of the present invention to ensure the 
compatibility and functionability of a mobile station and 
a functional unit, which is to be installed in it, by making 
checks to which the functional unit responses. The func- 
tional unit may be an application, which is directly added 
to the mobile station (e.g. a programmably storable ap- 
plication), or an application in a separate device, which 
is to be connected with the mobile station. The functional 
unit may also be a software application to be used in a 
computer, or an application to be used in a data network 
or a cellular telephone network. 

The characterizing features of the method of the 
present invention are described in the characterizing 
part of claim 1 . The features of the mobile station of the 
present invention are described in the characterizing 
part of claim 6. The features of the functional unit of the 
present invention are described in the characterizing 
part of claim 9. The features of the system of the present 
invention are described in the characterizing part of 
claim 10. Preferred embodiments of the invention are 
described in the dependent claims. 

Mobile stations have identification codes for the 
identification of the device. In GSM (Global System for 
Mobile communications) mobile stations, the identifica- 
tion code is a soolled IMEI code (International Mobile 
station Equipment Identity) which is determined in GSM 
03.03 standard. In the method of the present invention, 
a reference code is calculated both in the mobile station 
and the functional unit with the help of a predetermined 
counting algorithm by using the identification code of the 
mobile station and a random number, which may be, for 
example, an exact time. The identification code and the 
random number are transmitted to the functional unit in 
a check message, and the reference code is transmitted 
to the mobile station in a response message. The refer- 
ence codes are compared in the mobile station, and the 



comparison is used to determine, whether the functional 
unit is compatible or not. The counting algorithm is 
saved to the memory of the mobile station and the func- 
tional unit, and it cannot be read from the outside. 

An advantage of the invention is that a mobile sta- 
tion, e.g. a mobile telephone, communicator or radio 
card, checks the properties of the functional unit, such 
as its type and other necessary data, e.g. HW (Hard- 
Ware) and SW (Software) versions so that it is possible 
to know whether the unit is compatible or not, and how 
the connection is made to the unit. Thus, the mobile sta- 
tion carries automatically out the necessary determina- 
tions for a known and supported functional unit, and the 
user does not have to worry about the functionability of 
the equipment. The check may also include testing the 
unit's ability to function. The results are preferably 
shown to the user for example by signal lights or on the 
display of the mobile station. 

A further advantage of the invention is that using a 
fixed identification code, e.g. IMEI code, makes it pos- 
sible to specify the functional unit so that it operates only 
with the mobile stations identified by a known code. The 
software of the functional unit can be programmed to 
include the fixed identification codes of the mobile sta- 
tions that the functional unit operates with. This serves 
as an extra confirmation to interoperability in addition 
with the calculation algorithm included in the funtional 
unit. 

Further, it is an advantage of the invention that the 
reliability of the data transmission between the mobile 
station and the functional unit is checked. 

The present invention is next described referring to 
the enclosed drawings, in which 

Fig. 1 is a flow diagram of a method of the present 
invention for checking the compatibility of the 
functional unit; 

Fig. 2 is a block diagram of the parts of a connection 
between a mobile station and a functional unit 
that are essential for the invention; 

Fig. 3 shows the contents of a check message with- 
in a time line; 

Fig. 4 shows the contents of a response message 

within a time line; and 
Fig. 5 is a flow diagram of an example of a counting 

algorithm for a reference code. 

In Fig. 1 , there is shown, in form of a flow diagram, 
a method according to the present invention for check- 
ing the compatibility of a functional unit. At stage 101 , a 
functional unit is connected to a mobile station. Prefer- 
ably the functional unit requests 1 01 B checking from the 
mobile station when it is connected to the mobile station. 
Then the mobile station generates a check message 
102 that is transmitted to a functional unit 103. A first 
reference code 104 is calculated in the mobile station. 
On the basis of the data included in the check message 
received, the functional unit calculates a second ref er- 
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ence code 105. A response message 106 is generated 
in the functional unit, which includes the said second ref- 
erence code calculated by the functional unit, and the 
response message is transmitted from the functional 
unit 107 to the mobile station. The reference codes cal- 5 
culated in the mobile station and the functional unit are 
compared in the mobile station 108. On the basis of the 
comparison, either a positive or a negative decision is 
made on the compatibility of the functional unit. In a pos- 
itive case, a functional status suitable for the functional 
unit is determined 109 in the mobile station, a functional 
unit 110 is activated, and preferably a message 111 re- 
laying this information is written out on the display of the 
mobile station. In a negative case, the functional unit, or 
its interface, is locked 112 in a blocked status, and pref- 
erably information 113 is written out that the functional 
unit is not available. 

In Fig. 2, there is shown a block diagram of the parts 
of a mobile station 201 and a functional unit 207 that are 
essential for the present invention. In this case, the func- 
tional unit is an accessory 207 including an application. 
The mobile station 201 comprises a memory 202, such 
as Flash and RAM, a microprocessor 203, a bus inter- 
face 204, a display equipment 205, and an internal aux- 
iliary circuit bus 206 of the processor. The mobile station 
also includes optionally a signal light 21 3, or some other 
indicator for indicating the compatibility. Memory 202 
stores the identification code (IMEI code) for the mobile 
station, the counting algorithm and necessary parame- 
ters, such as the generated random number and the cal- 
culated reference code. The microprocessor 203 ex- 
changes data with the other units 202, 204, 205 in the 
mobile station via the auxiliary circuit bus 206. 

The accessory 207 includes a memory 208, such 
as Flash, a microprocessor 209, an auxiliary circuit bus 
21 0 of the processor, and a bus interface 21 1 . The mem- 
ory 208 stores e.g. the application the microprocessor 
is running, and the counting algorithm and necessary 
parameters, such as the calculated reference code of 
the accessory. The microprocessor 209 exchanges data 
with other units 208, 211 within the accessory via the 
auxiliary bus interface 210. In case a functional unit is 
to be added to the mobile station, the functional unit is 
stored to the memory 202 of the mobile station, and no 
connection to an external accessory is needed. 

The interface bus 21 2 between a mobile station and 
an accessory is realized e.g. by an electric cable or IR 
(InfraRed) light. In case of a functional unit to be stored 
within the mobile station, the interface bus 212 may, for 
example, be placed on a circuit card, or it may be an 
internal conductor within an integrated circuit. 

Next it is described, how the mobile station 201 and 
the accessory 207 are connected to each other. When 
connecting the interface bus 212 of the accessory to the 
bus interface 204 of the mobile station, preferably the 
processor 209 of the accessory detects a connection 
and the accessory 207 transmits a request to check the 
accessory to the mobile station. Then the check of the 



accessory 207 is to be started. The processor 203 of the 
mobile station generates a check message which is 
transmitted to the accessory 207 via the bus interface 
205 and the interface bus 2 1 2. The processor 203 of the 
mobile station calculates the first reference code by us- 
ing the counting algorithm and the identification code 
such as the mobile station unique IMEI code. 

The accessory 207 receives the check message 
from the interface bus 21 2 to the bus interface 211. From 
the bus interface 21 1 , the check message is transmitted 
to the microprocessor 209. The microprocessor 209 re- 
trieves the counting algorithm from the memory 208, 
and calculates a second reference code on the basis of 
the information in the check message. The microproc- 
essor 209 forms a response message containing the 
second reference code, and transmits it via the bus in- 
terface 211 and the interface bus 212 to the mobile sta- 
tion 201. 

The microprocessor 203 of the mobile station re- 
ceives the response message coming from the interface 
bus 21 2 via the bus interface 204. The first and the sec- 
ond reference code, received from the accessory, are 
compared in the microprocessor 203. On the basis of 
the comparison, it is concluded, whether the accessory 
207 is compatible with the mobile station 201 . In a pos- 
itive case of compatibility, the bus interface 204 in the 
mobile station is set to a state of standby corresponding 
with the accessory 207. The state of standby means, for 
example, the selection of the data transmission protocol 
and user connection and opening the interface. On the 
display 205, there is shown a statement about compat- 
ibility. In an opposite case, the display 205 shows a 
statement about incompatibility. 

In some cases, the functional unit is a program. The 
functional unit is installed to the mobile station 201 . Typ- 
ically, the program is first in form of a data package, 
which is transferred to the memory 202 of the mobile 
station 201 . The data package is checked in the mobile 
station 201 according to, for example, public and secret 
key. The check may be carried out, for example, by us- 
ing a PGP (Pretty Good Privacy) method based on the 
RSA (Rrvesti-Shamir-Aldeman) algorithm. Thus it is 
checked that the data package is of a correct type. The 
processor 203 of the mobile station provides the data 
package with a code, which it compares with a code of 
an allowed data package it possesses. In case the 
codes are uniform, unloading of the data in the data 
package and its installation in the mobile station 201 are 
allowed. 

After the program has been installed, the processor 
203 of the mobile station runs the original check pro- 
gram from the memory 202 and generates a check mes- 
sage, which is transferred logically to the new installed 
program. The processor 203 of the mobile station cal- 
culates the first reference code on the basis of its own 
original data. 

Then the same processor 203 calculates a second 
reference code by using the algorithm of the new loaded 
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program, and forms a response message, which it trans- 
mits logically to the check program. The algorithm of the 
installed program is most preferably done so that it func- 
tions only in connection with a certain mobile station. 
The identification code of the mobile station is used for 
this purpose. 

The original check program of the mobile station 
201 receives the response message and compares the 
first reference code it. calculated with the second refer- 
ence code calculated by the functional unit. On the basis 
of the comparison it is decided, whether the functional 
unit is compatible with the mobile station 201. In case 
the functional unit is compatible with the mobile station 
201 , a logical approval is set to the running of the pro- 
gram. The display 205 shows a statement about com- 
patibility. In an opposite case, the display 205 shows a 
statement about incompatibility. 

Besides checking the compatibility, the mobile sta- 
tion 201 informs, when necessary, and preferably by us- 
ing the SMS (Service Management System), the code 
of the mobile station and the installed program to the 
server of the program manufacturer. Then the said serv- 
er registers the program in question to the mobile sta- 
tion. 

Next there is shown an alternative way to activate 
and register the program. Here the check message is 
transmitted from the mobile station 201 to the server of 
the manufacturer of the program to be installed, the 
server also calculating the second reference code. The 
SMS Service Management System is preferably used 
for the transmission. The first reference code may be 
calculated in the mobile station 201 by using its original 
counting algorithm, or a counting algorithm included for 
the program. The said server generates a response 
message, which is transmitted to the mobile station 201 . 
The mobile station 201 compares the reference codes 
and decides on the activation of the program, as de- 
scribed above. After the possible activation, the said 
server registers the program in question to the mobile 
station. 

In Fig. 3, there is shown an example of a check mes- 
sage the processor 203 generates on the basis of data 
included in the memory 202. The message includes in 
one or more bytes message code 301 , name of the mo- 
bile station manufacturer/agent 302, e.g. "FIRM", IMEI 
code 303, product code 304, hardware version 305, 
software version 306, and random number 307. 

In Fig. 4, there is shown an example of a response 
message the processor 209 generates on the basis of 
data included in the memory 208. The message in- 
cludes message code 401 , name of the accessory man- 
ufacturer/agent 402, serial number of the accessory 
403, text possibly shown on the display of the mobile 
station 404, e.g. "@FIRMA accessory", hardware ver- 
sion 405, software version 406, and reference code 407. 

In Fig. 5, there is shown as an example a flow dia- 
gram of a counting algorithm for a reference code. First 
501 , the initial values of the algorithm are read: the IMEI 



code and the random number. The mobile station keeps 
an IMEI code which is unique for every mobile station, 
and forms a random number, so that these are locally 
available. The accessory receives these initial values in 

s the check message. At the phase 502, all or certain set 
numbers are separated for use from the IMEI code. The 
numbers separated for use are divided into groups, 
which are arranged to a table at 503. The random 
number formed in the mobile station is added to the table 

io at 504. A set number of bytes is transmitted bit by bit 
505 to a set direction, for example on the basis of a 
number determined by two bits. 

The next operation is dependent on e.g. one or two 
bits of a certain number in the table at 506 so that these 

'5 bits are used to determine, whether a first logical oper- 
ation according to phase 507, or a second logical oper- 
ation according to phase 508, is carried out to a set block 
of the table. The second number of the logical operation 
to be carried out is the above-mentioned number in the 

20 random number; it again is determined according to 
whichever operation (507 or 508) will be carried out. The 
starting point of the table block, which is the object of 
the operation, is determined by the number in the ran- 
dom number. The result of the logical operation is trans- 

25 f erred to the location, from where the first numbers of 
the operation were taken. 

At 509, a third logical operation is carried out among 
all the numbers of the table; they produce an intermedi- 
ate result, which is saved. Finally, at 510, specific binary 

30 operations are run between the table numbers and the 
said intermediate result, which results in the final result 
in form of a key number, 511 . 

The check message formed in the mobile station 
includes, according to Fig. 3, i.a. name of the mobile 

35 station manufacturer/agent 302, IMEI code 303, product 
code 304, version data 305, 306, and random number 
307. The check message formed in the accessory in- 
cludes according to Fig. 4 i.a. name of the accessory 
manufacturer/agent 402, serial number 403, text 404 

40 shown on the display of the mobile station, version data 
405, 406, and reference code 407 calculated by the 
counting algorithm. 

Some embodiments of the invention are described 
above. Naturally, the present invention is not limited to 

45 these examples, but the principle of the invention may 
be varied within the scope and spirit of the invention, for 
example on the part of the details and field of application 
of the realization. 

For example, the functional unit may be a data card, 

so but also any other functional unit capable of data 
processing may be controlled by using the method of 
the invention. For example, a data conversion applica- 
tion for sending data wirelessly may be included in the 
data card, or it may be directly loaded to the computer, 

55 which is connected with the mobile station. The func- 
tional unit may also be a part of the mobile station. 

The counting algorithm may be any algorithm, 
which preferably takes into account the initial parame- 
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ters, and gives a reference code as a result. So that own 
reference codes can be generated by different equip- 
ment combinations, it is preferred for the algorithm to be 
multi-phase, or otherwise of a type enabling the refer- 
ence code to achieve a large amount of different values. 
Most preferably, the functional unit uses the same 
counting algorithm as the mobile station. 

The check and response messages exchanged by 
the mobile station and the functional unit may also in- 
clude other information, for example the type of the mo- 
bile telephone system and the functional unit, and the 
serial numbers for the equipment. 

Claims 

1. Method for checking the compatibility of a mobile 
station and a functional unit to be installed within or 
attached to the mobile station, characterized in 
that reference codes are determined in the mobile 
station and in the functional unit by using a code 
(304) which is unique for every mobile station, and 
a certain algorithm, and that the said reference 
codes are compared for checking the compatibility. 

2. Method according to claim 1 , characterized in that 

a check message (1 02) is generated in the mo- 
bile station on the basis of the said code (304) 
unique for the mobile station; 
the check message is transmitted (103) from 
the mobile station to the functional unit; 
a first reference code (104) is calculated in the 
mobile station; 

a second reference code (105) is calculated in 
the functional unit on the basis of the check 
message; 

a response message (106) including the sec- 
ond reference code is generated in the func- 
tional unit; 

the response message is transmitted to the mo- 
bile station (107); 

the second reference code (105) is retrieved 
from the response message in the mobile sta- 
tion; 

the first and second reference codes (108) are 
compared; and 

the compatibility of the mobile station and the 
functional unit is concluded on the basis of the 
comparison of the reference codes. 

3. Method according to claim 2, characterized in that 
the check message (102) of the mobile station in- 
cludes an IMEI code (304) and a random number 
(308). 

4. Method according to any of the preceding claims, 
characterized in that, on the basis of the compati- 



bility stated, the mobile station is set to a state of 
standby (109, 110) required by the functional unit 
for its use. 

5 5. Mobile station (201 ), to which a functional unit (207) 
can be installed or attached and which includes a 
code (304) unique for every mobile station, charac- 
terized in that the mobile station (201) comprises 

w - means (202, 203, 206) for generating a first ref- 
erence code on the basis of the mobile station 
unique code and a determined algorithm: 

- means (202, 203, 204, 206) for receiving a sec- 
ond reference code from a functional unit in- 

is stalled or attached to in the mobile station; and 

- means (202, 203, 206) for comparing the first 
and second reference codes for checking the 
compatibility. 

20 6. Mobile station (201 ) according to claim 5, charac- 
terized in that it comprises 

means for generating a check message (202, 
203) for the functional unit (207) on the basis 
25 of the said code unique for the mobile station; 

data transmission equipment for transmitting 
the check message to the functional unit (204, 
207) installed in or attached to the mobile sta- 
tion; 

30 - data transmission equipment for receiving the 
response message formed by the functional 
unit (207) from the functional unit (204, 207) in- 
stalled in or attached to the mobile station; and 
means for reading the second reference code 
35 from the response message (202, 203). 

7. Mobile station (201 ) according to claim 5 or 6, char- 
acterized in that it comprises means for setting the 
mobile station (201) for a state of standby in re- 

40 sponse to the stated compatibility for the use of the 
functional unit. 

8. Functional unit (207), which may be installed in or 
attached to the mobile station (201 ), characterized 

45 in that it comprises 

data transmission equipment (209, 21 1 ) for re- 
ceiving a check message from the mobile sta- 
tion (201); 

50 - means (208, 209) for generating a second ref- 
erence code on the basis of the check mes- 
sage; 

means (208, 209) for generating a response 
message on the basis of the said second refer- 
55 ence code; and 

means (209, 21 1 ) for transmitting the response 
message to the mobile station (201 ) for the de- 
termination of the compatibility of the functional 
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unit (207) and the mobile station (201). 

9. System including a mobile station (201), which 
comprises a code unique for the mobile station and 

a lunctional unit (207) to be installed in or attached s 
to the station, characterized in that the mobile sta- 
tion (201) comprises 

- means (202, 203, 206) for generating a first ref- 
erence code on the basis of the said code 10 
unique for the mobile station and a set algo- 
rithm; 

means (202, 203, 204, 206) for receiving a sec- 
ond reference code; and 

means (202, 203, 206) for comparing the first is 
and second reference codes to check the com- 
patibility; and 

that the functional unit (207) comprises 

20 

data transmission equipment (209, 21 1 ) for re- 
ceiving a check message from the mobile sta- 
tion (201); 

means (208, 209) for generating a second ref- 
erence code on the basis of the check mes- 25 
sage; 

means (208, 209) for generating a response 
message on the basis of the said second refer- 
ence code: and 

means (209,211 ) for transmitting the response 30 
message to the mobile station (201 ) for the de- 
termination of the compatibility of the functional 
unit (207) and the mobile station (201). 

10. Method, mobile station and/or functional unit ac- 35 
cording to any of the preceding claims, character- 
ized in that the functional unit (207) is an equip- 
ment, which can be installed in or attached to the 
mobile station (201 ) ( or a part of the station. 

40 
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